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How do the Dukh perceive ond fuel obout expohiofes? Curious, Potrice Postumo hit the

sheets tro interview o number oÍ possers-by tro Íind out.

The interviews usuolly storted with ques-
tions such os: ore you fomilior with the
term expot/expotriote ond how do you
look ot foreigners in The Hogue? In some
coses, responses led to discussion of in-
depth polit icol vision ond Dutch percep-
tions obout foreigners' behoviour.

One generol conclusion drown from the
interviews is thot the Dutch differ in their
opinion of whot is on expot ond whot is o
foreigner. After the Dutch colonies of Indo-
nesio ond Surinome become independent
(in 1948 ond 1975, respectively), huge
numbers of immigronts trovelled to The
Netherlonds. Dutch interviewees no longer
consider these two groups of immigronts
os foreigners. Rother, they seem to hove
ossimiloted well into Dutch society. This
is opplicoble to Chinese immigronts too:
there ore Chinese restouronts oll over
the country. ln controst, the Dutch look ot
Turkish ond Moroccon immigronts quite dif-
ferently.

So, in some coses, before the interview
could get underwoy, I hod to exploin the
term 'expot or expotriote'. Not oll inter-
viewees were fomilior with the term, in
some coses simply becouse they did not
know ony. This seemed to depend on
which oreo of The Hogue they l ived in. As
I onticipofed, those who lived in Schevenin-
gen/Stotenkwortier ond Wossenoor were
very fomilior with expots.

Interviewees who soid they knew expots
immediotely mentioned the internotionol
componies thot employ expots, such os
Shell. The moiority of interviewees hove the
perception of expots oll living together in o
community l ike Wossenoor. After oll, the
Americon School is situoted there ond the

My first interviewee found expots to be
generolly pleosont ond respectoble people.
Another interviewee mentioned two exoot
fomilies l iving in the some street she l ives
in, one French, the other Belgion, but
noted they do not moke ony effort to leorn
Dutch culture or mingle with the Dutch.
"When greeting them they do not onswer,"
she soid, odding thot she never sees ony
locols visit ing them, nor did they intro-
duce themselves to neighbours when they
first orrived. In controst, she described on
lronion colleogue, o former refugee, who
hod ossimiloted very well ond become o
teocher in o Dutch schoor.

A musicion I interviewed responded to my
questions by soying: whot ore we tolking
obout? | work with foreigners constontly,
every doy, whether they ore expots or not,
I do not know ond honestly I do not core,
it works ond thot is whot counts. He told
me his portner is from overseos, but is not
on expot.

In oddition, the musicion told me he lives
in the centre of The Hogue ond the moior-
ity of the inhobitonts of his street ore from
overseos. He could not tell who is on exoot
ond who is not.

The Dutch olso seem to differentiote
between expots who moke o living ond
contribute to the Dutch economy ond those
who do not. ïhose who do seem to be
more occepted thon those who do not. In
generol, however, expots ore perceived
os o populotion thot is welloff f inonciolly.
After oll, the compony poys! More Dutch
entrepreneurs in The Hogue oreo olso
discovered this phenomenon, which hos
encouroged them over the lost decode io
increosinoly torqet ihe internotionol com-

Interviewees responded enthusiosticolly
when I osked them whot they would like
expots to experience. They unonimously
mentioned horing lrow fish with onions)
ond Áogels/og (chocolote sprinkles thot
the rest of the world only uses for coke
decorotion). Some olso nominoted krol<et
(o croquette mode from moshed pototoes
ond meot), gele vlo (custord thot the Dutch
eot for dessert) ond - to celebroie o birth
- beschuit met muísies (Dutch rusks with
sprinkles), specificolly blue qnd white sprin-
kles for o boy ond pink ond white sprinkles
for o girl. One of the interviewees visited
her expot colleogue who hod iust become
o mother ond wos very disoppointed not
to be served the much-hoped-for beschuif
met muisies olong with her coffee, hoving
Íorgotten her colleogue wos not Dutch.

Other locol troditions to be recomended
ore Sinterkloos (Soint Nic) ond hutspot
(moshed pot with unions qnd corrots). Visit-
ing the Keukenhof, Kinderdiik, Amsterdom,
het Binnenhof, de Veluwe. Pointers Von
Gogh ond Rembrondt. The sociol system,
honging out the schoolbog ond flog when
successfully f inishing high school exoms,
Dutch engineering ond the woter monoge
ment. Interestingly, none of the interview-
ees mentioned wooden clogs, windmills or
cheese.
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